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It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: 
but the honour of kings is to search out a matter. Proverbs 25:2

Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: 
Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. 

We will not hide them from their children, 
shewing to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, 
and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done. 

For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, 
which he commanded our fathers, 

that they should make them known to their children: 
That the generation to come might know them, 

even the children which should be born; 
who should arise and declare them to their children: 

That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, 
but keep his commandments: 

And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation; 
a generation that set not their heart aright, 

and whose spirit was not steadfast with God. Psalm 78: 1 - 8
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I. The Life of Christ AD 1 - 33 & Israel Under Imperial Rule 
AD 1 - 1099

THE LIFE OF CHRIST AD 1 - 33

When we last talked about the Israelites, we learned that Herod the Great had been made king of  
the Jews. It was during Herod the Great's reign that Jesus Christ was born. 

WHEN DID HEROD THE GREAT DIE?

Many historians often state that Herod the Great died in the year 4 BC We must remember several  
things  when  trying  to  establish  this  exact  date.  In  our  first  book,  we  talked about  Dionysius 
Exiguus (Dennis the Small) who determined it had been 500 years since Jesus Christ had been 
born  to  create  his  new  calendar.  This  calendar  standardized  the  holidays  celebrated  by  the 
Catholic church. Dates in Roman history are often calculated using Dionysius' calendar. We do not 
know how he arrived at the figure of 500 years. Therefore, if the number was wrong, even by a few 
years, that could change the calculation for the date of Herod the Great's death. 

Let's assume, though, that Dionysius Exiguus was correct about his 500 years and use his calendar 
to determine Herod's date of death as best we can. The source of the 4 BC date came from two 
historians (Henri Wallon of France and Emil  Schürer of Germany) who lived and wrote in the AD 
1800s. They both stated that Herod had died in 4 BC and everyone who read their work just 
assumed they were correct.

Yet, if we look carefully at the record left by the 
Jewish historian Josephus (who lived AD 37 to AD 
100 - which was much closer to the actual time of 
Christ) and compare that to other records such as 
lunar  eclipses,  the  building  of  the  temple, 
censuses taken,  etc.,  we can see evidence that 
points  to  Herod the  Great  dying  closer  to  1 BC 
Despite all of this, we know that, according 
to the Bible, Herod the Great died after the 
birth of Jesus Christ. 

THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

The  account  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
Bible begins by telling us about a priest named 
Zacharias and  his  wife  Elisabeth.  Just  like 
Abraham and Sarah, Zacharias and his wife had 
no children and were quite old.  While Zacharias 
was  serving  in  the  temple,  the  angel  Gabriel 
appeared to tell him that he and Elisabeth would 
have a son. A short time later, Elisabeth found out 
she was going to have a baby. 

Six  months  later,  the  angel  Gabriel visited  a 
young girl named Mary who was Elisabeth's 
cousin. Mary was betrothed (legally promised in 
marriage)  to  a  man  from  Nazareth  named 
Joseph.  The  angel  Gabriel  told  Mary  that  she 
would have a son who would not have a physical, 
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earthly father like all other babies. Instead, this son would be the Son of God and his birth would 
be a miracle. Gabriel also told Mary that her cousin Elisabeth was pregnant.

Immediately after getting this news, Mary left her town of Nazareth and traveled to a city of Judah 
in the hill country to visit Elisabeth. Mary stayed with her cousin for about three months before 
returning to Nazareth. After she returned home, Elisabeth and Zacharias' son was born and 
named John according to the instructions that Gabriel had given Zacharias.
 
After Mary returned to Nazareth, Joseph discovered that Mary was expecting a baby. At first, Joseph 
planned to privately break the agreement to take Mary as his wife. But, the angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and told him not to be afraid of marrying her. Joseph learned that the 
baby Mary would have was the Son of God. 

The next morning, Joseph obeyed the instructions he had been given and took Mary as his wife.  
Near the end of Mary's pregnancy, a census was ordered by Emperor Augustus. This meant that 
everyone had to travel back to the city their family was from. Joseph and Mary left Nazareth and 
headed to the small city of Bethlehem along with many other people. 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS

The  Bible  tells  us  that  after  they  arrived  in 
Bethlehem,  Mary  gave  birth  to  a  son  and 
wrapped  him  in  strips  of  cloth  (swaddling 
clothes)  and  placed  him  in  the  manger  (a 
place to put food to feed animals).  We know 
from this that Joseph and Mary were staying in a 
stable (a place to keep animals). The Bible tells us 
this is because there was no room for them in the 
inn. The fact that there was no room might have 
been due to the large number of people in town for 
the census, but it could also be that people knew 
about Mary being pregnant before being married 
and didn't want to have Joseph and Mary in their 
house. 

The same night that  Jesus was born,  there were 
shepherds out in the fields taking care of their 
sheep. While they were working, the angel of the 
Lord appeared to  tell  them that the Saviour had 
been born.  Other angels appeared and began to 
praise God by saying "Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men." When 
the  angels  returned  to  heaven,  the  shepherds 
hurried  towards  the  city  to  find  the  baby. 
After finding the newborn Saviour, the shepherds 
told everyone they met about their experience. 

Just a little over one month later (based on the laws found in Leviticus 12:2-4), Joseph and Mary 
took Jesus to the temple to present him to the Lord. This was fulfilling a command from Jewish law 
concerning firstborn sons. When they arrived at the temple with Jesus and the sacrifice they were 
going to offer on his behalf, a man named Simeon was there. Simeon was a man who worshiped 
God.  He had been told by the Holy Ghost that he would not die until he had seen the 
Saviour whom God would send into the world. The Holy Spirit had guided Simeon to the temple 
earlier and when he saw Jesus, Simeon picked him up and held him. He then said, 
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"Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to the word: For mine  
eyes  have  seen thy  salvation,  Which  thou hast  prepared before  the  face  of  all  
people; A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel."

This caused Joseph and his mother Mary to be amazed. Simeon then blessed them and told Mary 
the following:

"Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign  
which shall be spoken against; (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,)  
that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed."

Soon, another person appeared. This was a woman named Anna who was about 84 years old. She 
was from the tribe of Aser (Asher). Anna was a widow whose husband had died just seven years 
after they got married. She served God in the temple and was known as a prophetess. She also 
thanked God for the baby Jesus and told everyone looking for a Saviour about him. 

THE WISE MEN'S VISIT

After Joseph and Mary had completed the sacrifice in Jerusalem, they traveled back to Bethlehem. 
We know this because of the account of the wise men in Matthew. These men from the east 
came to Jerusalem looking for the new "King of the Jews." It seemed obvious that a new 
king would be born in the royal city of Jerusalem. The wise men informed King Herod that they 
were there to worship the new baby king. 

This news was troubling to Herod. If you remember from our previous book, Herod had spent quite 
a lot of time and effort to gain his position as king. The idea of a new king being born who would 
take his throne was upsetting. It even bothered all of Jerusalem. King Herod asked the chief priests 
and scribes where the baby would be born and was given the answer of Bethlehem. 

He then called the wise men and asked them exactly when the star had appeared. We don't know 
specifically what they told him, but based on his later actions of killing all babies two year age and  
under, the star could have appeared as early as two years before the birth of Jesus. We also don't  
know how long it took them to travel from their homeland, but they probably left home before 
Jesus was actually born.

King Herod instructed the wise men that they would find the child in Bethlehem. He told 
them to find the child and then to return so that he could worship the new king, too. Of course, 
King Herod was not really interested in worshiping the new king. The wise men left Jerusalem and 
followed the star to Bethlehem. It stopped above the house where Joseph, Mary, and Jesus were 
living. (Notice that the family was living in a house. They were not staying in a stable for animals.) 

The wise men entered the house and fell down to worship Jesus. They then presented him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. When they had finished, God warned them in a dream to 
avoid returning to Herod. The wise men obeyed and headed back home using another route. 

JOSEPH, MARY, AND JESUS FLEE TO EGYPT AND RETURN

Joseph himself was also warned by an angel in a dream to flee to Egypt with Mary and Jesus. The 
angel instructed Joseph to stay in Egypt until he was told it was safe to return. The angel explained 
that Herod was going to try to kill Jesus. Joseph obeyed so quickly that he did not even wait for the  
morning. Instead, he got everyone up and fled that very night. 

Meanwhile, King Herod realized that the wise men were not coming back. This made him quite 
angry. He decided to murder all the children ages two and under in Bethlehem because he 
did not want any rivals to his throne. This was a very sad event for many families.
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After  Herod died,  his  kingdom was  divided 
into three areas called tetrarchies.  His son, 
Herod  Archelaus,  was  made  the  tetrarch 
(king)  of  Judea,  Samaria,  and  Idumea 
(Edom).  His  son,  Herod Antipas,  was made 
tetrarch of Galilee while another son, Philip, 
was tetrarch of the land east of the Jordan 
River. 

Joseph  was  in  Egypt  and  heard  from  the 
angel  that  Herod had died.  The  angel  told 
Joseph  to  leave  Egypt  and  head  back  to 
Israel.  At  first,  Joseph was  headed back  to 
Judea. However, he soon heard that Herod's 
son, Archelaus, was the new ruler of Judea. 
The  Bible  tells  us  Joseph  was  afraid  to  go 
back  to  Judea  because  of  this  new  ruler. 
Joseph  was  wise  to  be  afraid  because 
Archelaus was such an evil and incompetent 
ruler  that  Emperor Augustus would remove 
him around AD 6. 

When  Emperor  Augustus  removed  Herod 
Archelaus from being the tetrarch of Judea, 
the territory of Samaria, Judea, and Idumea 
were  combined.  A  governor  (prefect)  was 
placed over it. (Eventually, in AD 26, a man 
named  Pontius  Pilate  became  governor  of 
this  region.)  We  can  see  this  situation 
described in Luke chapter 3, verse 1.

"Now in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius  Caesar,  Pontius  Pilate  being  
governor  of  Judaea,  and  Herod being  tetrarch  of  Galilee,  and his  brother  Philip  
tetrarch of Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis,  and Lysanias the tetrarch of  
Abilene,"

Once again, God warned Joseph with a dream. Joseph decided to travel back to Nazareth in 
Galilee instead of going to Judea. Nazareth was under the control  of another of Herod's sons 
(Herod Antipas) who would rule until AD 39 making him the same Herod who murdered John the 
Baptist and worked with Pontius Pilate to put Jesus to death, too. Herod Antipas would also go on 
to persecute some members of the early church in the book of Acts.

After Joseph, Mary, and Jesus returned home to Nazareth in Galilee, the Bible tells us that Jesus 
"grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him."

JESUS VISITS THE TEMPLE WITH HIS PARENTS

Every year, Joseph and Mary traveled to Jerusalem to worship. The year that Jesus turned twelve 
was no different. After the family had finished the days of worship, they set out to return home.  
Joseph and Mary did not realize that Jesus had stayed behind in Jerusalem. They thought he was 
traveling with their relatives and friends. After completing one day's journey, they discovered that 
Jesus was missing and headed back to Jerusalem to find him.  After three days of searching, 
they finally  found in  him the temple surrounded by teachers of  the Jewish religion 
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(called doctors in the Bible). Jesus was both asking and answering questions. Everyone who 
heard him was amazed at his ability to understand the things of God. Mary and Joseph did not 
really understand why Jesus had stayed in the temple to speak with the doctors. 

Jesus returned to Nazareth with them and was obedient to Joseph and Mary even though they did 
not really understand. He continued "to increase in wisdom and stature and increased in favor with 
both God and man."

For  the  next  eighteen years,  Jesus  must  have  worked alongside  Joseph learning  the  trade of 
carpentry. The Bible does tell us anything about these years except that we know that Joseph and 
Mary had more children. 

Mark 6:3 - "Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and 
Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were  
offended at him."

From secular records kept during this time, we learn that the Emperor of Rome, Augustus, died in 
AD 14 and was replaced by Tiberius who would rule until AD 37. From Jewish records, we learn that 
a man named Caiaphas became the high priest in Jerusalem in AD 26. This was just a few years 
before Jesus began his ministry. Caiaphas would remain high priest for all of Jesus' ministry. 

JESUS BEGINS HIS MINISTRY

Jesus began his ministry by being 
baptized by his  cousin John the 
Baptist. After this,  he was tempted 
by  Satan  in  the  wilderness  for  40 
days and 40 nights. Jesus used God's 
words  to  triumph  over  Satan's 
temptations.  When  this  trial  was 
over,  Jesus  began  to  travel  around 
Israel  and  teach  the  people.  He 
invited twelve men (whom we call the 
Apostles) to travel with him. 

Over  the  next  three  years,  Jesus 
spoke  to  the  people  about  God, 
healed  the  sick,  fed  the  hungry, 
raised the dead, and confronted the 
hypocrisy of  both the Pharisees and 
the  Sadducees.  He  also  taught  his 
apostles (and anyone else who was 
interested) more about God's plans. 

More and more, the people flocked to 
hear what Jesus had to say instead of 
listening  to  the  chief  priests  and 
scribes (Jewish religious leaders). This 
made them quite angry and the High 
Priest  (Caiaphas)  along  with  others 
decided  that  Jesus  had  to  be  dealt 
with.  They  convinced  one  of  Jesus' 
apostles named Judas to betray him 
for some money. 
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JESUS IS PUT ON TRIAL AND CRUCIFIED

Once the chief priests and scribes had Jesus in their presence, they put him on trial and accused 
him of claiming to be the Son of God. In the Jewish religion, this was known as "blasphemy" and 
the punishment for this was death. However, the Jews could no longer put someone to death for 
violating religious laws. This power had been taken away by the Romans. 

Thus, they had to find a way to get the Romans' permission to put Jesus to death.  The chief 
priests and scribes delivered Jesus to Pontius Pilate. They told the governor that Jesus was 
causing problems by claiming to be a king and telling people to stop paying taxes to Caesar. Pilate 
spoke directly to Jesus himself and soon determined that no crime had been committed. 

When Pilate informed the chief priests and scribes of his findings, it made them even angrier. They 
emphasized that Jesus had been teaching everywhere from Galilee to Jerusalem. This caused Pilate 
to ask if Jesus was a citizen of Galilee. When he heard that he was, Pilate realized that he could 
send Jesus to be tried by Herod Antipas, the ruler of Galilee. 

Herod Antipas happened to be in Jerusalem and was very glad to see Jesus because he had hoped 
for a long time to see Jesus do a miracle. Although Herod asked Jesus many questions, he got no 
answer and saw no miracle. Meanwhile, the chief priests and scribes continued to accuse Jesus of 
crimes worthy of death. Rather than kill him, Herod instructed his men to mock Jesus and 
then return him to Pilate. (This interaction between Herod and Pilate ended a long-standing 
disagreement between Herod and Pilate. They were friendly towards each other from that day 
forward.)

Now  that  Pilate  had  Jesus  in  his  court 
again,  he  continued  to  offer  to  release 
Jesus to the crowd. They refused. Instead, 
they  shouted  that  they  wanted  Jesus 
crucified. Pilate hoped he could make 
them happy  by  having  his  soldiers 
beat  Jesus. Afterwards,  they  put  a 
braided crown of thorns on his head and 
a purple robe around his body. Then then 
hit him with their hands and mocked him 
by calling him "King of the Jews." 

However,  that  was  not  enough  for  the 
people. They wanted Jesus to die. Pilate 
finally gave in and delivered Jesus to 
them to be crucified.  The account  of 
Jesus' crucifixion in AD 33 can be found in 
all  four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John. Now would be a good time to 
take  a  break  from this  chapter  and  go 
read those accounts. 

We  know,  however,  that  Jesus  did  not 
stay dead.  Because he was truly the 
Son of God, he rose again three days 
after his crucifixion. He appeared first 
to  some women near  the place  he had 
been buried. Afterwards, he appeared to 
the  disciples  several  times  before 
ascending up into heaven. The account of 
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this is found in the beginning of the book of Acts. This begins what is commonly referred to as the  
"church age." We will cover this time period in more detail in the next chapter. 

ISRAEL UNDER IMPERIAL RULE AD 1 - 1099

After the death of Jesus, the Jewish 
people (along with the new followers 
of  Christ  called  Christians)  would 
continue  under  the  control  of  the 
Romans. By AD 66, the Jews  were so 
intent on gaining their independence 
that  they  revolted  against  the 
Romans  and  declared  themselves 
the "Kingdom of  Israel."  This  revolt 
was quickly stopped by the Roman 
army.  Four years later, in AD 72, 
Jerusalem  and  Herod's  Temple 
were  completely  destroyed  by 
the  Roman  emperor  and  his 
armies. Both Jews and Christians 
fled Jerusalem by the thousands. 

Things settled down after  this  until 
AD  131  when  the  Roman 
Emperor  Hadrian  decided  to 
change  the  name  of  Judea  to 
Palestine. This  really  angered  the 
Jews and they decided to rebel again 
in AD 132. This time the Christians 
refused to participate or support the 
rebellion.  It  was brought to  an end 
by  the  Romans  in  AD  136.  Rome 
and  its  emperors  continued  to 
persecute not only the Jews, but 
also the Christians.

The persecution continued until  AD 
313, when the Emperor Constantine 
of the Byzantine Empire decided to 
make Christianity the official religion 
of the Roman Empire. This decision 
immediately  put  a  stop  to  the 
persecution of many Christians, but 
the  Jews  still  found  themselves 
considered second-class citizens 
and were regularly persecuted. 

For  the  next  three  hundred  years,  the  area  of  Judea  was  under  the  control  of  the 
Byzantines. Because of this, both Jews and Christians began to spread out even further and soon 
lived in areas all over the Byzantine empire. 

During this time period, the official religion of the empire was further defined as being "Catholic 
Christian."  This  happened in  AD 380 when Emperor  Theodosius  I  stated that  only  those who 
followed the same faith as Pope Damascus I of Rome and Pope Peter of Alexandria could use this  
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term.  This  distinction  between  "Catholic  Christians"  and  others  who  called  themselves  just 
"Christians" was further cemented by the teachings and writings of Cyril of Jerusalem (AD c. 315 - 
386) and Augustine of Hippo (AD 354-430). 

With Catholic Christianity as the official religion of the empire, those of other religions 
(including Jews and non-Catholic  Christians) were left  with little  to no control  over 
events and decisions. As is often the case regarding those without power, the records of their 
actions and lives are limited and few. 

In AD 614, the Persians captured Jerusalem. This attack prompted a war between Persia and 
the  Byzantine  Empire.  After  three years  of  fighting,  Emperor  Heraclius  defeated the  Persians. 
Peace would not last long, however, because in AD 631, Arab Muslims invaded Jerusalem and 
conquered it. 

The  Byzantine  Empire  fought  back,  but  just  five  years  later,  in  AD  636,  Arab  Muslims  had 
completed conquered the entire region of Judea. They remained in control of the area until  AD 
1099 when they were removed by the European Crusaders. 

What is important to understand from this overview of the history of Judea is that the many years 
of control by various empires (Roman, Byzantine, and Muslim) led to many Jews and Christians 
leaving Judea to live in other parts of the world. They moved as far west as modern-day Spain and 
as far east as modern-day Russia. Thus, the Judeo-Christian culture was spread around the world. 

Comprehension Questions:

1) According to the Bible, when did Herod the Great die?
2) Who were the parents of John the Baptist?
3) Who was Joseph engaged to marry?
4) What was the name of the angel that visited both Zacharias and Mary?
5) In what city was Jesus born?
6) Who hurried to see Jesus after a visit from angels?
7) What was the name of the man who had been promised to see the Saviour before he died?
8) Who was Anna?
9) Why did the wise men travel to Jerusalem?
10) What gifts did the wise men give Jesus?
11) Why did Joseph flee to Egypt?
12) Why did Herod order the death of children under age two in Bethlehem?
13) Where did Joseph return to after living in Egypt?
14) What happened in the temple when Jesus was 12 years old?
15) How did Jesus begin his ministry on earth?
16) Why did the Jewish leaders deliver Jesus to Pontius Pilate?
17) Where did Pilate send Jesus?
18) What did both Herod and Pilate do to Jesus before his death?
19) What did Jesus do three days after his crucifixion?
20) What empire controlled and persecuted both Jews and Christians until AD 313?
21) Which empire controlled Judea from AD 313 until 614?
22) In what year did the Persians capture Jerusalem?
23) Who invaded Jerusalem in AD 631?
24) Who removed the Muslims from power in Jerusalem in 1099?

Activities:

Activity #1) Re-enact the birth of Jesus
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Ask children to retell the account of the birth of Jesus. This can be done using toy figurines, dolls, 
or even a Nativity set. If enough children are present, consider asking them to put on a small play. 
Children should be able to identify the key figures and explain the sequence of events. 

Activity #2) Illustrate the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus

Have children illustrate the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus in either a written essay (for 
older children) or a drawing (for younger children). Key elements could include the scourging, the 
cross, the tomb, and Jesus appearing to others after his resurrection. 

Activity #3) Create a time line for Israel's occupation 

Ask older children to create a time line showing the four empires that controlled Israel between the 
birth of Christ and AD 1099. They can use graph paper and give each block the value of 100 years. 
They should indicate the length of time each empire controlled Israel. 

For younger children, create pre-made strips of paper indicating the length of each empire's rule (1 
inch is equal to 100 years) and ask them to put them into the correct position based on your  
instructions. You can color-code the paper by empire for very little children. 

11



II. The New Testament Church Begins AD 33 - 100
PENTECOST

After the death of Christ and his ascension around AD 33, his disciples followed his instructions to  
wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit to be given to them. While they waited, they met together 
often for  prayer  and fellowship.  The  book of  Acts  tells  us  there  were  about  120 believers  in 
Jerusalem at that time. 

From  the  story  of  Pentecost 
(when  the  Holy  Spirit  was 
given to the disciples), we see 
the extent of  the Roman empire 
by  looking  at  the  locations 
mentioned.  The  disciples  were 
preaching  to  the  crowd  about 
Jesus. Although the disciples only 
spoke  in  their  own  language, 
everyone listening was amazed to 
hear  the  message  in  their  own 
native  language.  This  was 
definitely a miracle because there 
were people present from Parthia, 
Media,  Elam,  Mesopotamia, 
Judea,  Cappadocia,  Pontus,  Asia, 
Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, Libya, 
Rome, Crete, and Arabia!  

Hearing their own language being 
spoken  really  caught  the 
attention  of  the  crowd.  Peter 
stood up and began to preach about Jesus. That day, 3,000 people became followers of 
Jesus. This event marked the beginning of what church historians call the  Apostolic 
Age. It can be read about in Acts chapter two. The Apostolic Age continued until AD 100 and 
the death of the last apostle, John. 

The apostles began to teach and preach about Jesus more and more. They also healed people and 
ministered to the poor. During a visit to the temple, Peter and John healed a man who was unable 
to walk. Afterwards, Peter preached in the temple. This caused the Jewish religious leaders to get 
so angry that they arrested Peter and John. Ananias, the high priest, and another leader named 
Caiaphas told Peter and John to stop preaching about Jesus. 

However, the healings and miracles continued. More and more people became believers in and 
followers of Christ. One of those early converts was a man named Joses Barnabas. He was a 
Jew from Cyprus and part of tribe of Levi.  After becoming a believer, Barnabas sold some 
land he owned and gave the money to the church. In future years, Barnabas would become very 
influential in the church's growth. 

Even though they had been threatened by the Jewish religious leaders to stop preaching about 
Jesus, the apostles did not stop teaching the people about Jesus. They found themselves in prison 
once again. An angel arrived to free them from the prison and they returned to the temple to 
preach again. This made the religious leaders so angry that they began to plan how to kill the 
apostles. One of the men at the meeting persuaded them not to kill them. Instead, the religious 
leaders threatened them and told them to stop preaching about Jesus. 
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THE CHURCH GROWS

With such a rapidly growing church, there were many needs. A problem arose when some 
widows were neglected. This caused the apostles to choose several men to serve the needs of the 
church. Two of these men were named Stephen and Philip. Stephen was a faithful believer who 
helped to meet the physical needs of church members. Soon, he found himself in a dispute with 
members  of  the  synagogue  of  the  Libertines,  Cyrenians,  Alexandrians,  Cicilia,  and  Asia.  He 
preached to them about Jesus. This made them very angry so they stoned him to death. One of 
those people present to witness the death of Stephen was a young man named Saul. 

During the early years of the church, a new 
emperor named Caligula took the throne. He 
came to power after the death of Tiberius in 
AD 37. One of the first things that Caligula 
did was to  make Agrippa (the  grandson of 
Herod the Great) the new governor of Judea 
and Samaria. This role had previously been 
held  by  Pontius  Pilate,  but  he  had  been 
removed from power and had been sent to 
Rome around AD 36. Just two years later, in 
AD  39,  Agrippa  became  known  as  Herod 
Agrippa I when he removed his uncle, Herod 
Antipas, from power. 

The  church  at  Jerusalem  soon  found 
themselves  under  great  persecution.  Saul, 
who  had  been  a  witness  of  the  death  of 
Stephen,  and  other  men  went  about 
arresting  those  who  called  themselves 

followers of Christ and put them in prison. This persecution was so strong that (except for 
the apostles) all those who were believers in Christ left Jerusalem. 

Philip (who had been chosen to serve along with Stephen) traveled to Samaria to preach about 
Jesus. A short  while  later,  Peter and John were sent from Jerusalem to help him. After 
establishing a group of believers in Samaria, Peter and John returned home to Jerusalem while 
Philip traveled towards a place called Gaza.  While  on his  journey,  he came upon a 
servant of Queen Candace of Ethiopia. This servant had traveled to Jerusalem to worship and 
was now on his way back home. Philip found him sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah 
and asked him if he understood it. The servant replied that he did not and needed some help. 

Philip climbed up into the man's chariot and began to explain that Isaiah was prophesying about 
Jesus. As they traveled, Philip continued to teach and explain. The servant decided that he wanted 
to become a believer of Jesus and asked to be baptized. As soon as the baptism ended, Philip 
disappeared out of the servant's sight. The servant returned home to Ethiopia with joy while Philip 
was found preaching in a place called Azotus. He continued to travel and preach until he arrived in 
the city of Caesarea.  

SAUL BECOMES A CONVERT

When Saul realized that the majority of the believers in Christ had fled Jerusalem, he determined 
that he needed to begin traveling to other cities to arrest believers. He obtained some letters 
giving him permission to travel to Damascus and arrest the followers of Christ in that city. God had 
other plans. While on his journey, Saul and his fellow travelers saw a blinding light. This 
light was so strong that Saul fell to the ground. Saul heard a voice speaking to him out of the light. 
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The voice asked Saul why he was persecuting him. Saul replied by asking who was speaking and 
heard this answer -  "I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the  
pricks."

The others who were with Saul saw the light and were quite afraid, but they did not hear the voice  
that spoke. Saul was told to travel to Damascus and wait there for further instructions. Having 
been blinded by the light, Saul had to be led by his fellow travelers to Damascus.

Meanwhile,  God  directed  a  man  named 
Ananias, who lived in Damascus, to find Saul. 
Ananias was instructed to pray for Saul 
to  receive  his  sight  again.  By  the  time 
Ananias  found  him,  Saul  had  been  blind  for 
three days. However, Ananias obeyed and Saul 
was able to see again. 

From  that  point  forward,  Saul  stopped 
persecuting those who believed in Jesus 
as Saviour. Not only that, but Saul became a 
passionate disciple who began to preach 
about  Jesus  in  Damascus. He  quickly 
discovered the Jews in Damascus were quite 
angry with him and wanted to  kill  him.  Saul 
escaped from Damascus and traveled to visit 
the church in Jerusalem. 

When he arrived,  the other believers were not convinced that Saul  had really become a true 
believer. They thought it might be just a trick to get them to profess their beliefs to him. But, Saul 
truly had become a follower of Jesus. Barnabas, who was in Jerusalem when Saul arrived, took him 
to the church leaders for a meeting. When the Hellenist Jews (liberal Jews who believed in adopting 
Greek/Roman practices) heard that Saul had become a Christian, they were very angry and plotted 
to kill him. The apostles decided it might be wise for Saul to leave town. They instructed him to 
travel to Caesarea and sail to Tarsus. 

Meanwhile, Peter traveled to the town of Lydda and healed a lame man. Then he traveled to Joppa 
and raised a woman named Tabitha from the dead. While in Joppa, Peter had a vision in which 
God showed him that if God called something good, it was good and Peter was not to 
question that. God further instructed Peter that three men would visit and ask Peter to 
travel with them. God told Peter to go with them when they arrived. 

Just as the vision finished, there was a knock on the door of the house where Peter was staying. He 
received  a  message  from  a  man  named  Cornelius  who  was  living  in  Caesarea.  Cornelius' 
messengers explained that  their  master had been told  by God to send for  Peter to  hear  him 
preach. Peter, other believers from Joppa, and the three men returned to Caesarea and entered 
into Cornelius' house. Peter saw that Cornelius had gathered together his extended family and 
close friends to hear what God had to say.  While Peter was preaching, everyone who was listening 
received the gift of the Holy Ghost (this proved that they were already believers in Jesus). Peter 
realized that God could make believers even out of those who were Gentiles.

FOLLOWERS OF JESUS ARE CALLED CHRISTIANS

When Peter returned to Jerusalem, the other Jewish believers were (at first) unhappy with what at  
happened. However, after hearing from Peter, they too realized that Gentiles could be saved. The 
apostles made the decision to send Barnabas to a town called Antioch because there were a large 
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number of new believers there that needed to be taught. After working with the new believers in 
Antioch, Barnabas realized that he needed to travel to Tarsus to find Saul. Barnabas took Saul 
back with him to Antioch and for the next year, the two men taught people about being 
a believer in Jesus. In fact, it was in Antioch that the people were first called Christians. 
(The word Christian means "follower of Christ.") 

Emperor  Caligula  died  in  AD  41  and  was 
replaced by Claudius. Just a few years into the 
new  emperor's  reign  (around  AD  43),  Rome 
began its invasion and conquest of Britain. This 
endeavor would last until AD 51. Despite being 
busy with this activity, Claudius found time to 
continue to persecute the church in Jerusalem. 
Herod Agrippa I  was a  supporter  of  Claudius 
and so Herod Agrippa I also began to persecute 
the Christians, too. He had  James, the son of 
Zebedee,  killed with a sword around AD 44 
and then he put Peter in prison.
 
While  in  prison,  an  angel  visited  Peter  and 
freed  him.  Under  the  cover  of  darkness,  he 
traveled to the house of a woman named Mary. 
This woman who had a son named John Mark 
who would become known as the writer of the 
gospel of Mark. After visiting with the believers 
who  were  assembled  there  to  pray  for  him, 

Peter left town and moved to Caesarea. Shortly afterwards, God punished Herod Agrippa I with a 
disease and he died. 

PAUL'S MISSIONARY JOURNEYS

Barnabas and Saul had been visiting Jerusalem around this same time. When they were ready to 
head back to Antioch, they decided to take John Mark with them. Once back in Antioch, Barnabas 
and Saul ministered to the Christians along with three other men named Simeon, Lucius,  and 
Manaen. As they worked together, the Holy Ghost instructed them to send Barnabas and Saul 
(also called Paul) out on a new mission. 

The two men, along with John Mark, began a 
journey around AD 45 in which they traveled 
from  town  to  town  preaching  and  teaching 
about  Jesus.  They  visited  Seleucia,  Cyprus, 
Salamis,  Paphos,  Perga,  Antioch  in  Pisidia, 
Iconium, Lystra and Derbe. On the way back to 
Antioch,  they  revisited  a  few  of  the  same 
towns.  All  throughout  their  trip,  they  saw 
people decide to become followers of Jesus. 

After  they  returned  to  Antioch,  a 
disagreement began in the church. Some 
Jews  felt  that  any  Gentile  who  became  a 
Christian  had  to  follow  Jewish  laws.  Others 
disagreed.  Barnabas,  Paul,  and a young man 
named Titus decided to travel to Jerusalem to 
settle  the  issue  with  the  apostles.  The 
disagreement was solved peacefully and they 
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returned to Antioch with the news that Gentiles did not have to follow Jewish laws to become 
Christians.  Traveling  with them to  provide  proof  of  the  decision were  two men named  Judas 
Barsabas and Silas. After visiting with the believers in Antioch and reading the letter from the 
apostles, Judas Barsabas chose to return home. However, Silas stayed in Antioch. 

Five years after his first missionary journey, Paul decided to begin his second missionary journey. 
About the year AD 50, he and Barnabas made plans to travel together once again.  However,  
Barnabas wanted to take John Mark with them. Paul was against this because John Mark had quit 
during their  first  trip.  The disagreement  between Paul  and Barnabas was so strong that  they 
decided to part ways. Barnabas and John Mark traveled to Cyprus while Paul asked Silas 
to travel with him. 

On their journey, they also took the time to visit with the churches that had been established 
during Paul's first trip. They traveled to places in Asia Minor such as Cilicia, Lycaonia, Galatia, and 
Troas. When they stopped in Lystra, Paul heard about a young man named Timotheus (Timothy). 
He was a faithful Christian with a good reputation and Paul decided to take Timothy on the rest of  
their journey. The three men continued on to Greece (Philippi, Thessalonica, and Thyatira). 

During their travels, Paul and Silas were arrested and placed in a jail in the city of Thyatira. 
During their imprisonment, an earthquake occurred and they were freed.   However, no one ran 
away. This was important because if the keeper of the jail had lost any prisoners, he would have 
been put to death. When the jail keeper discovered that everyone was still there, he asked Paul 
and Silas what he had to do to saved from his sin. That night the keeper of the prison became a  
Christian. Later, Paul, Silas, and Timothy then traveled to Amphipolis, Apollonia, and Thessalonica. 
After that, they went to Berea, Athens, and Corinth.

While in Corinth, Paul met a man named  Aquila and his wife, Priscilla. They were Jews who 
were from Pontus, Italy and had been living in Rome. They were living in Corinth now because in 
AD 52 Emperor Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul stayed in Corinth for one and 
a half years and worked alongside Aquila and his wife because all three of them were tentmakers. 
It  was  while  he  was  in  Corinth  that  Paul  wrote  the  letters  known  as  First and  Second 
Thessalonians. 

Near the end of  Paul's  time in Corinth,  Herod Agrippa I's  son (who was also  named Agrippa) 
became the new tetrarch of the region that controlled Jerusalem. He is known to historians as 
Herod Agrippa II. But, Herod Agrippa II was not the only new ruler to appear at this time. Claudius 
was replaced as emperor by his step-son Nero in AD 54. 

Around the time that Nero became emperor, 
Paul decided to leave Corinth to visit Ephesus. 
Aquila  and  Priscilla  traveled  with  him.  After 
staying  in  Ephesus  for  a  short  time,  Paul 
continued on towards Caesarea while  Aquila 
and  Priscilla  stayed  in  Ephesus. Paul 
eventually reached Antioch in his travels.  He 
then  revisited  Galatia  and  Phrygia  and  then 
went  back  through  Macedonia,  Achaia,  and 
other  previously  visited  cities.  This  third  trip 
continued  until  around  AD  57.  As  Paul  was 
traveling, Paul wrote a letter to the Galatians 
as well  as the two letters to the Corinthians 
known as First and Second Corinthians. 
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The following year, Paul returned to Corinth and wrote a letter to the  Romans. After staying in 
Corinth for three months,  Paul traveled to Jerusalem where he was taken prisoner and 
sent to Caesarea. Governor Felix and his wife Drusilla (who was the sister of Herod Agrippa II) 
visited Paul to hear him speak. For the next two years, Felix continued to speak with Paul about his  
belief in Jesus. In the end, when Felix was replaced by another man named Porcius Festus, he left  
Paul in prison. Governor Felix did this because he wanted to please the Jews and the Jews preferred 
Paul to be in prison.  

After Festus became the new governor, he traveled to Caesarea to meet with Paul. It was during 
this meeting that Paul asked to be sent to Rome to be tried by Caesar (Nero). Before he was sent 
to  Rome, Paul  was also visited by Herod Agrippa II  and his  other sister  Berenice.  After  much 
conversation, Herod Agrippa told Paul that he was almost convinced to become a Christian. 

In AD 60, Paul was sent to Rome on a boat. This ship was wrecked at Malta and the journey 
was delayed. The following spring, Paul arrived at Rome. For the next two years, Paul lived at 
Rome as a prisoner. He was not kept in a jail, but instead was required to stay in a house that was 
rented for him. While there, he was able to receive visitors, but he could not leave. During these 
two years, Paul wrote letters to the Philippians, the Ephesians, the Colossians, and Philemon. 

In AD 62 (according to Josephus who was at Rome at the time), James (the brother of Jesus) was 
martyred at Jerusalem. Many people believe him to also be the author of the book of James. 

THE END OF THE APOSTOLIC AGE

It is at this point that the Bible stops its account about the life of Paul. This means that we must 
get the rest of our information about what happened to Paul from other early Christians such as 
Clement, Ignatius, and Polycarp. We will learn more about these men in the next chapter. From the 
writings of these men, we read that Paul was released around AD 63.  They write that Paul 
stayed in Rome and preached. The following year, Paul wrote the letter to the Hebrews and 
mentions that Timothy had been set free. 

In AD 64, Rome suffered a very big fire. This fire destroyed a large portion of the city. Despite the  
fact that Emperor Nero did his best to help those left homeless by the fire, many Roman citizens 
began to blame Nero for the fire. (This is where we get the myth that Nero played the fiddle while  
Rome burned.) In order to protect his own reputation, Nero also blamed the Christians for the fire 
and began an empire-wide practice of persecuting those who called themselves Christians. 

Our three early church historians record that Paul visited the island of Crete and the 
area of Macedonia. It is possible that during this trip he wrote the letters of First and Second 
Timothy and the letter to Titus. Peter and Jude wrote their letters around this same time. In AD 
65, the Jews rebelled against the Romans. This rebellion was just the beginning of a long war.  
Sometime between the start of this war in AD 65 and AD 67, Paul and Peter were both 
martyred in Rome. It is said that Paul was beheaded while Peter was crucified upside down. 
Remember, men like James, Peter, and Paul are just some of the well-known martyrs. There were 
actually thousands of Christians who lost their lives because they refused to stop being disciples 
and believers of Christ.

Nero's time as emperor came to an end in AD 68. He was replaced by a man named Galba, who 
only ruled for seven months before being assassinated. Two other men, Otho and Vitellius, ruled as 
emperors for a short time, but they were replaced in AD 69 by Vespasian. It is during this year, 
known as the "Year of the Four Emperors", that many people believe the apostle John wrote the 
book of Revelation from the isle of Patmos. Others believe he did not write it until AD 95 just 
before his death. 
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One of the issues that Vespasian had to deal 
with immediately  was a  rebellion and a civil 
war in Jerusalem. He sent his son, Titus, to put 
a stop to the problems. With his four legions of 
soldiers (about 20,000 men), Titus surrounded 
and besieged Jerusalem. No food or water was 
allowed into the city. This tactic allowed Titus 
to  weaken  the  inhabitants  before  attacking 
them.  After  breaking  through  the  three 
separate  walls  that  protected  the  city,  the 
Romans  entered  the  city  and  began  their 
brutal attack. The city of Jerusalem was sacked 
(destroyed) and burned. It was also during this 
attack  that  the  temple  was  completely 
destroyed by fire. The historian Josephus wrote 
that  1,100,000  people  (mostly  Jews)  were 
killed during the attack and just under 100,000 
Jews  were  captured  to  be  made  slaves. 
Despite  the large number of  casualties, 
many  Jews  escaped  and  fled  to  other 
empires outside Roman influence. This  event is  known as the Jewish Diaspora (the 
dispersion or spreading of Jews outside of Jerusalem). 

For the next ten years, Vespasian ruled as emperor. During his reign, Rome began construction on 
the Coliseum and saw the destruction of Pompeii. In AD 79, Titus began his short reign as emperor.  
Just  three years  later,  Titus died and was replaced by his  brother,  Domitian.  During this  new 
emperor's reign from AD 81 to AD 96, church historians say that  the apostle John wrote the 
gospel of John and the epistles of John. As we mentioned before, there are some who believe 
that John also wrote the book of Revelation during this time period. 

When the next  emperor  (Nerva)  took the  throne in  AD 96,  the persecution of  Christians  was 
increased to more than it had ever been before. He only lasted on the throne for two years before 
being replaced by Trajan, but the persecution of Christians just got worse.  Sometime between 
the years AD 98 and AD 100, the apostle John died and the Apostolic Age came to an 
end. 

Comprehension Questions:

1) At what event did the disciples receive the Holy Spirit?
2) What event marks the beginning of the Apostolic Age in history?
3) What event marks the end of the Apostolic Age in history?
4) What tribe did Joses Barnabas come from?
5) For what purpose were Stephen and Philip chosen?
6) How did Stephen die?
7) Why did believers in Jesus Christ leave Jerusalem after Herod Agrippa I came to power?
8) What was the nationality of the man whom Philip met while journeying to Gaza?
9) How did Jesus reveal the truth to Saul?
10) Who prayed for Saul to receive his sight again?
11) How did Saul change after his conversion?
12) What did God teach Peter in the vision in Joppa?
13) What did Peter learn that God could do after he visited Cornelius?
14) Where were believers in Christ first called Christians?
15) How did James the apostle die?
16) Who did Paul (Saul) travel with on his first missionary journey around AD 45?
17) Why did Judas Barsabas and Silas travel to Antioch?
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18) What was the disagreement between Paul and Barnabas?
19) Whom did Paul take with him on his second missionary journey around AD 50?
20) Whom did Paul meet on this second journey in the town of Lystra?
21) Whom did Paul meet in the town of Corinth?
22) How was Paul sent to Rome and what happened on the journey?
23) Who was martyred in AD 62 according to Josephus?
24) Approximately when were Paul and Peter martyred?
25) What did many Jews do after Vespasian's son, Titus, attacked Jerusalem? What is the name for 
this event?
26) Approximately did John the apostle die?

Activities:

Activity #1): Learn about foreign languages

Choose two or three foreign languages to explore using websites, videos, or books. Help children 
understand that people speak different languages and cannot understand other languages without 
lots of study and practice. Explain how the people at Pentecost instantly understood without any 
study or practice. 

Activity #2): Share the gospel

Have your children take turns pretending to be Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch. One child should 
pretend to be confused about God's promise of a savior while the other child should explain the 
story of Jesus and why he is the savior that God sent. You may wish to encourage older children to 
explain the gospel to you in preparation for being able to share it with an unbeliever. 

Activity #3): Map Paul's missionary journeys

Using the internet and maps of the Roman empire's territories, map the missionary journeys of 
Paul by finding and marking the locations found in this chapter. 
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III. Christianity - Persecutions & the Post-Nicene Era AD 
100 - 500

After the death of the apostle John, church historians divide the next era of church history into two 
sections.  The first section begins with the death of John around AD 100 and ends with 
the Council of Nicea in AD 325. The second section begins in AD 325 and continues until 
the fall of the Roman Empire in AD 590. 

Because the Bible's accounts end long before the start of this first period, we must rely on the 
writings of early church leaders, historians, and authors for our information. While these sources 
are definitely useful, we must not forget that (as with all sources that come only from men and not 
God), they may not be completely accurate. Nevertheless, as the only sources we have, we must 
use them to discover the basic outline of church history after the records of the Bible end. 

CHURCH HISTORY AD 100 - 325

This  outline  reveals  that  this  next  era  of  church  history  was  marked  by  strong  and  violent 
persecutions.  The church was quite poor,  but  tried to  stay faithful  to  Christ's  teachings.  High 
numbers of Christians became martyrs during this period. 

Due to the great number of persecutions, Christians fled to many locations outside of Jerusalem. 
They lived in Syria, Asia Minor, Greece, and the Italian peninsula. Cities such as Jerusalem (the 
center of Judaism), Antioch (the early center of Christianity), and Rome (the eventual center of 
Roman Catholicism) all had Christian churches. In addition, churches could be found in Samaria, 
Damascus,  Joppa,  Caesarea,  Tyre,  Cyprus,  Troas,  Philippi,  Thessalonica,  Berea,  Athens,  Crete, 
Patmos,  Malta,  Puteoli,  and  Alexandria  (Egypt).  Even  areas  as  far  away  as  Ethiopia  had 
experienced Christianity (thanks to the eunuch who became a Christian and then returned home).

MAJOR PERSECUTIONS  AD 112 - 324

AD 112 - 117 Persecution under Trajan

AD 161 - 180 Persecution under Marcus Aurelius 

AD 202 - 210 Persecution under Septimus Severus

AD 235 - 238 Persecution under Maximinus the Thracian 

AD 250 - 251 Persecution under Decius 

AD 257 - 259 Persecution under Valerian

AD 270 - 275 Persecution under Aurelian 

AD 303 - 324 Persecution under Diocletian and Galerius 

Before we begin to look at what happened during this time period, we need to take a moment to 
define the term Christianity and look at how it was used at this point in history. In our modern 
times, the term Christianity is used to describe many different sets of beliefs and practices. The 
groups that follow these different beliefs and practices often disagree about how to worship and 
who to follow as leaders.

You may be wondering when these disagreements began. We must remember that even during 
the time of  Paul  the apostle  (in the book of  I  Corinthians, chapter 3),  believers were dividing 
themselves into groups according to who had baptized them. Paul wrote to say that this practice 
was  not  good.  Nevertheless,  throughout  the  New Testament,  we continue  to  see  evidence  of 
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disagreements over beliefs and practices. We also have evidence of churches in need of correction 
due to unbiblical practices. Many of the epistles (letters) of the New Testament were written to 
settle and deal with these various issues. So, division among believers is not a new circumstance. 
It has existed since the church began. Probably the biggest division found in our modern times is 
that between Protestantism and Catholicism. Each group claims a specific starting point for itself 
and for the other group. These claims often greatly disagree with each other. In this text, we are 
going  to  look  at  reasonable  evidence found in  the  historical  record to  determine when these 
divisions began. 

In Acts 11:26, we read that the disciples were first called "Christians" in the city of Antioch. This 
fact (because it comes from the Bible) is undisputed. Even secular records show us that by AD 49 
(just 16 years after the death of Christ), the term "Christian" was familiar to those who lived in 
Rome. 

Outside of the Bible, the first recorded instance we have of a believer referring to himself as a 
Christian can be found in the writings of Ignatius of Antioch in AD 100. Ignatius is also credited 
with being the first person to use the term Christianity. Interestingly enough, it is also Ignatius 
that gives us the first evidence of the term Catholic Church. He wrote the following around AD 
107 to the Christians in Smyrna: 

"See that ye all follow the bishop, even as Jesus Christ does the Father, and the  
presbytery  as  ye  would  the  apostles;  and reverence the  deacons,  as  being  the  
institution of God. Let no man do anything connected with the Church without the  
bishop. Let that be deemed a proper Eucharist, which is [administered] either by the  
bishop, or by one to whom he has entrusted it. Wherever the bishop shall appear,  
there let the multitude[of the people] also be; even as, wherever Jesus Christ is,  
there is the Catholic Church. It is not lawful without the bishop either to baptize or to  
celebrate a love-feast (the Lord's Supper); but whatsoever he shall approve of, that  
is also pleasing to God, so that everything that is done may be secure and valid."
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Now, of course, Ignatius was not referring to the highly-structured organization known today as the 
Catholic Church because that did not yet officially exist.  Instead, the term "catholic" meant 
"orthodox" or "non-heretical." (That said, we can see some early similarities of some of the key 
beliefs and practices of the modern-day Catholic church in his statement.) 

With so many pastors (bishops) and so many churches, there were quite a few differences found in 
the various Christian communities. This is not much different than we see today. Some decided 
that these differences were a problem that needed to be dealt with. With the goal of getting rid of 
the differences, power was first concentrated in the pastor (bishop) of each individual church. 

Then pastors who were similar to each other in thought and practice joined together with other 
pastors in their cities. Often they created a structured institution lead by one central head pastor 
who  oversaw  the  other  pastors'  activities.  By  AD  160,  many  of  these  central  head  pastors 
(bishops) claimed their  position of  authority based on their  direct  connections to the apostles 
themselves. The more structured format led to even more conformity. This can be seen in the 
agreement that was made regarding a list of books that would be studied as the Bible. Yet, even in 
this agreement, there were still differences on how to interpret those various books.

With  the  goal  of  completely  stamping  out  all  differences,  like-minded  central  head  pastors 
(bishops) began to meet together to discuss problems. These meetings were called  councils or 
synods.  Important decisions regarding the direction, beliefs, and practices of the church were 
made in these synods. As these councils developed into more formal affairs, certain head pastors 
(bishops) began to take authority over an entire region. In particular,  the pastors (bishops) in 
Antioch, Alexandria, and Rome began to exercise a lot of power over the churches in their regions. 

However, it is important to note that, at first, these councils were only local. Over time, they began 
to expand to include several localities and eventually entire regions. In the end, these councils  
became regularly-scheduled events in which official church doctrines were established. 

CHURCH COUNCILS AD 155 - 314

AD 155 Council of Rome

AD 193 Council of Rome 

AD 193 Council of Ephesus

AD 246-247 Council of Arabia

AD 251 Council of Carthage

AD 258 Council of Iconium

AD 264 Council of Antioch

AD 306 Council of Elvira

AD 311 Council of Carthage

AD 314 Council of Neo-Caesarea

AD 314 Council of Ancyra

AD 314 Council of Arles

By A.D 200, these individual councils began to inform other councils of the decisions they made in 
their meetings. Unfortunately, we have very few preserved written records from these councils. 
Furthermore, the records we do have only give us a glimpse into the increasingly institutionalized 
church  and  its  beliefs.  More  importantly,  they  tell  us  nothing  about  those  who  chose  not  to 
participate in this new, centralized church system.
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It is reasonable to believe that there were groups of people who chose to meet independently from 
the oversight and control exercised by the large regional churches. This can be seen in our modern 
world,  too.  These independent Christians may very well  have written down their histories and 
experiences, but they did not survive. This is most likely due to their being independent and not 
part of a larger institution that could help ensure the preservation of such writings. 

That means that the history, events, and key figures we will be learning about tend to come from 
the large, institutionalized churches. However, as I said, it is really all we have to examine from a 
historical perspective, so let us begin. 

Persecution under Trajan AD 112 - 117

The first key figure listed in the history of the early church was a man named Clement of Rome. 
Not much is known about his personal life - not even when he was born. According to church 
history, he held the position of the head pastor (bishop) of Rome from AD 92 to 99. 

The only written document that we have from Clement was a letter he wrote to the church at 
Corinth. This letter is called 1 Clement. (There is another letter called 2 Clement, but historians 
disagree on who actually wrote it.) It seems that the church at Corinth had decided to dismiss  
certain  elders  in  the  church.  Clement  wrote  to  explain  that  because  those  elders  had  been 
appointed by the apostles, they should not be dismissed. Instead, they should be obeyed. 

Not surprisingly,  Clement was the first church leader to state that pastors, elders, and 
other members of the clergy (religious leaders) should be listened to and obeyed. He 
held to the belief that their authority had been handed down to them from the apostles. Others felt 
that if church leaders were not leading the people properly, they should be removed from their 
position of authority. 

Near the end of Clement's life, in the year AD 112, a Roman governor named Pliny the Younger 
was sent to Bithynia. While there, he encountered some Christians and charged them with the 
crime of not believing in the gods of the Roman state. (In other words, they believed in Jesus and 
would not worship any other god.) For this, they were executed. But, Pliny still had a problem he 
needed help with. Some of those he had brought to court had stated that they were no longer 
Christians. He did not know what to do with these former Christians, so he wrote to Emperor Trajan 
for advice. Trajan wrote back that although it was illegal to be a Christian, Pliny and others should 
not spend their time looking for Christians. However, if Christians were encountered who refused 

to worship Roman gods, they should be executed. Those who 
stated they were no longer Christians should be set free. This 
persecution  continued  until  AD  117.  Church  tradition  says 
Clement was put into prison during this time and led a prison 
ministry. It goes on to say that he was  executed by being tied to 
an anchor and thrown into the sea to drown. 

Another key figure who lived around this time was Ignatius of 
Antioch. His exact date of birth is also unknown, but historians 
have guessed that it was anywhere from AD 35 to AD 50. He is 
said to have become a Christian at a very young age. Church 
history states that Ignatius was a disciple of the apostle John. 
Whether this is true or not, we can definitely state that Ignatius 
patterned his writings after those of Paul, Peter, and John. Often, 
in his letters and documents, he directly quotes or restates their 
original  words.  He  wrote  letters  to  the  Ephesians,  the 
Magnesians, the Trallians, the Romans, the Philadelphians, and 
the Smyrnaeans. He also wrote to a fellow church leader named 
Polycarp. 
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Ignatius became the head pastor (bishop) of Antioch around AD 67. Ignatius is one of the earliest 
leaders to call for loyalty and obedience to a single pastor in a church with assistance from elders 
and deacons. He also felt so strongly about celebrating the Lord's Supper (also called Eucharist)  
that he referred to it as the "medicine of immortality" in his letter to the Ephesians. 

Ignatius was passionate about was changing the day of rest from the traditional Jewish 
Sabbath (Saturday) to the Christian concept of the Lord's Day (Sunday).  Ignatius also 
believed that those who were truly saved would not fear death and martyrdom. He was given the 
chance to demonstrate this belief when he was sentenced to die in the Colosseum. The exact date 
is unknown, but historians give us dates between AD 98 to AD 117. Ignatius was buried at Antioch, 
but his body was eventually was moved by Emperor Theodosius II to the Temple of goddess Tyche.  
In AD 637, almost 500 years after Ignatius' death, a body said to be that of Ignatius was moved to  
the Basilica di San Clemente in Rome. 

After the death of Ignatius, a new emperor named Hadrian came to power. In AD 124, Hadrian 
received a question from one of his governors about dealing with Christians. Hadrian wrote an 
order that Christians could be brought to trial, but only for specific illegal actions. He specifically 
stated that they could not be brought to trial just for being a Christian. This brought a new amount 
of  security  to  those  who  professed  Christianity.  For  the  next  thirty  years  or  so,  the  level  of  
persecution remained the same. 

Persecution under Marcus Aurelius AD 161 - 180

However,  when  Marcus  Aurelius became  the  new  emperor,  he  considered  Christianity 
dangerous to the welfare of the Roman Empire. It may sound strange to you that someone 
considered Christianity dangerous, but you must understand that the Roman Empire was built on 
the concept of having citizens who were loyal to the emperor, the government, and the state gods. 
Christians refused to offer sacrifices to the state gods and refused to recognize the emperor as a 
god, too. To the Romans this was not only rebellion against authority, but also atheism due to not 
believing in the Roman gods. This perceived rebellion is one reason why the Roman government 
persecuted Christians. 

During Marcus Aurelius' reign from AD 161 to 180, the level of persecution got higher and higher,  
although it was not consistent throughout the entire empire. In the early years, those who were 
caught teaching Christianity were punished with exile. Over time, new decrees were issued. These 
new laws  made it  easier  for  the  government  and other  citizens to  accuse someone of  being 
Christian.  It  was  also  easier  to  take  away  an  accused  Christian's  property.  Eventually,  the 
punishments escalated to being put to death.

There are five men who claimed to be Christians and lived during the time of the persecutions 
under Marcus Aurelius. They were Polycarp, Marcion, Justin Martyr, Tatian, and Irenaeus. 

Polycarp is reported to have been born in Ephesus around AD 70 and also supposedly trained 
directly by the aged apostle John. Polycarp is said to have met with other people who had seen 
Jesus personally. He used these connections to prove that what he was teaching the church was 
correct and should be accepted. He eventually became the head pastor (bishop) of Smyrna.  In 
this position, he played a key role in putting together the collection of books that we 
now call the New Testament. 

We know about his life and teachings from several sources. One major source is the writings of his 
student,  Irenaeus.  After  Polycarp's  death,  Irenaeus  wrote  a  biography  of  Polycarp's  life  called 
Adversus  Haereses.  In  this  biography,  Irenaeus  included  a  copy  of  Polycarp's  letter  to  the 
Philippians. (This letter was mostly a collection of Greek Scriptures.) Another key source is the 
Letter to the Smyrnaeans which included an account called The Martyrdom of Polycarp. Finally, we 
have a letter written from Ignatius to Polycarp. 
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During his time as the head pastor (bishop) of Smyrna, Polycarp visited the head pastor (bishop) of 
Rome to discuss the date for celebrating Easter. Polycarp felt that Easter should be celebrated on 
the 14th of Nisan (the date of the Jewish Passover) while the head pastor of Rome felt it should be 
celebrated on the first  Sunday after the first  full  moon after the Spring equinox. Despite long 
discussions, the two men could not agree on a date and chose to continue their different practices 
in their own regions. This difference can still be seen today in certain Eastern Orthodox religious 
practices as compared to Western church practices.

The date of Polycarp's death is not firmly settled. In the account of his martyrdom, Polycarp is 
recorded as saying, "Eighty and six years I have served Him, and he has done me no wrong." 
Some historians take this to mean that he was 86 years old when he died, which would put his 
date of death around AD 155. Others believe it meant that Polycarp had been a Christian for 86 
years. This would put his date of death closer to AD 166/7. In any case, Polycarp was burned at the 
stake for refusing to burn incense to the Roman Emperor and died a martyr's death. 

Marcion was born anywhere 
from AD 85 to  110 and was 
the  son  of  the  head  pastor 
(bishop)  of  Sinope in Pontus. 
As  an  adult,  he  began  to 
compare  the  God  he  saw  in 
the  Old  Testament  (Yahweh) 
to  God the Father  that  Jesus 
spoke  about  in  the  New 
Testament.  Around  AD  144, 
he determined that these two 
Gods could not  be the same 
God  because  they  were 
completely  different.  He 
further  stated  that 
Christianity  had  no 
connection with Judaism. 

Although he professed to believe that Jesus was the Saviour and was sent by God the Father, he 
did not believe that Jesus had been physically born. He also did not believe that Jesus had died and 
been resurrected. Instead, he believed that Jesus was a spirit who was sent to teach humans love 
and compassion. He believed that Paul was the most important apostle who was given the task of 
spreading this message of love and compassion. 

Not surprising, the church removed him as a member due to his beliefs. Marcion returned 
home to Asia Minor and began to teach his beliefs there. He established and led quite a number of 
churches until his death around AD 160. While doing this, he decided to create his own canon (list 
of accepted works) for his congregations. He included only a shortened version of the book of Luke 
and ten letters written by Paul the apostle. 

Dealing with heresies such as Marcion's had a big effect on the developing church. It caused the 
church to establish a more centralized set of laws enforced by a more clearly defined structure. It 
also prompted the church to create an official list of Biblical texts so that members would know 
what they should and should not read. They divided all these texts into three categories:

- those that were Scripture (Old Testament and New Testament books)
- those that were not Scripture, but were acceptable to read in private
- those that were full of heresy and should not be read 
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Our next important figure was a man named Justin Martyr. He was born around AD 100 to 114 in 
Judaea to a pagan family. Justin refers to himself as a Gentile and states that from his earliest  
years, he was eager to find a belief system to live by. He explored philosophies such as Stoicism, 
Peripatetics, Pythagoreanism, and Platonsim. However, none of these helped him to find God. 

"And  the  perception  of  immaterial  things  quite  overpowered  me,  and  the  
contemplation of  ideas furnished my mind with wings, so that in a little  while I  
supposed that I had become wise; and such was my stupidity, I expected forthwith  
to look upon God, for this is the end of Plato's philosophy." 

~ Justin Martyr's Dialogue with Trypho

Eventually, Justin met an old man on a seashore who talked to him about God and the prophets. 

"There existed, long before this time, certain men more ancient than all those who  
are esteemed philosophers, both righteous and beloved by God, who spoke by the  
Divine Spirit, and foretold events which would take place, and which are now taking  
place. They are called prophets. These alone both saw and announced the truth to  
men, neither reverencing nor fearing any man, not influenced by a desire for glory,  
but speaking those things alone which they saw and which they heard, being filled  
with the Holy Spirit." 

~ Justin Martyr's Dialogue with Trypho

After  hearing  of  the  lives  of  the 
prophets, Justin decided to become a 
Christian  and  spend  his  life  as  a 
traveling teacher.  Sometime between 
AD  138  and  161,  Justin  arrived  in 
Rome and opened his own school. One 
of his students was Tatian who would 
one day write a harmony of the four 
gospels. 

A later church leader named Eusebius 
wrote  that  Justin  was  the  author  of 
seven  documents.  These  are  as 
follows: First Apology, Second Apology 
of  Justin  Martyr,  Discourse  to  the 
Greeks,  Hortatory  Address  to  the 
Greeks,  On  the  Sovereignty  of  God,  
The  Psalmist,  On  the  Soul,  and 
Dialogue with Trypho. 

From these works, historians learn that 
Justin was a supporter of two key 
concepts  in  Christianity. First,  he 
believed  that  Jesus  Christ  was  the 
physical  version  of  God's  Word 
(Logos). This was important because it 
meant that Jesus was God's Son and 
part  of  the  Trinity.  Justin  went  even 
further  and  stated  that  Jesus  Christ 
had  actually  had  an  impact  on 
historical  events even before he was 
physically born in the flesh. 
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Sometime between AD 163 and 167, Justin and six of his students were reported to the Roman 
authorities as not worshiping the Roman gods. The account of the  Martyrdom of Justin Martyr, 
whose author is unknown, records the story of his trial and death. 

The Prefect Rusticus says: Approach and sacrifice, all of you, to the gods. 

Justin says: No one in his right mind gives up piety for impiety. 

The Prefect Rusticus says: If you do not obey, you will be tortured without mercy. 

Justin replies: That is our desire, to be tortured for Our Lord, Jesus Christ, and so to  
be saved, for that will give us salvation and firm confidence at the more terrible  
universal tribunal of Our Lord and Saviour. 

And all  the martyrs said:  Do as you wish; for we are Christians,  and we do not  
sacrifice to idols. 

The Prefect Rusticus read the sentence: Those who do not wish to sacrifice to the  
gods and to obey the emperor will be scourged and beheaded according to the laws.  

The holy martyrs glorifying God betook themselves to the customary place, where  
they were beheaded and consummated their martyrdom confessing their Saviour.

Read what Justin Martyr himself had to say about being persecuted and how it affected the 
church.

"Though beheaded, and crucified, and thrown to wild beasts, and chains, and fire,  
and all other kinds of torture, we do not give up our confession; but, the more such  
things happen, the more do others in larger numbers become faithful."

-- Justin Martyr

Born around the same time (c. AD 110) as Justin Martyr,  Tatian was another important church 
leader. In his own writing called Oratio ad Graecos (in chapter 12), Tatian tells us that he was born 
in the "land of the Assyrians." Because of this, he is also known as Tatian the Assyrian. Tatian 
traveled to Rome and there encountered Christianity. He soon became a student of Justin Martyr 
and studied the Old Testament. Later on, Tatian also opened his own school in Rome.  

He wrote in addition to teaching, but we have only four of those works preserved today: Ortaio ad 
Graecos (Address to the Greeks), Diatessaron (harmony of the NT gospels), Problematon biblion - 
collection of obscure Scripture sayings, and On Perfection according to the Doctrine of the Saviour. 
In fact, his harmony of the four gospels, the Diatessaron, was the only version of the gospels used 
in Syriac-speaking churches until the 5th century. And even then, it was replaced by the original  
four, separate gospels only by order of the bishop of Edessa.

From his writings, we discover a few of Tatian's beliefs. First, he was a monotheist. This means he 
believed in one God. He also stated that he believed in a literal creation. On the other hand, he 
also taught that getting married was "evil and of the devil" and that Christians should 
stay single. Another telling fact is that he never mentions Jesus by name, although he does state 
that believes in a Christ who is the Saviour. 

After the death of his teacher Justin Martyr, the life of Tatian becomes more difficult to follow. A 
student of Polycarp named Irenaeus wrote that Tatian was expelled from the church for believing 
and teaching heresy. It is known that Tatian definitely left Rome, but exactly where he traveled is 
uncertain. There are reports that he went to Greece or Alexandria, Egypt. Tradition also states that 
he started a school in Mesopotamia. 
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Historians are also not quite sure of exactly when and where he died. It is believed that Tatian died 
in Assyria sometime between AD 180 and AD 185. 

The last key figure to have lived during the persecution of Marcus Aurelius was  Irenaeus. The 
date of his birth is not known either and is said to be anywhere from AD 115 to AD 142. Historians  
believe he was from a Greek Christian family who lived in Smyrna (modern-day Izmir, Turkey). 
Irenaeus studied under Polycarp and was eventually left Smyrna to be serve as a elder in the 
church of Lugdunum, Gaul (modern-day Lyon, France). 

In AD 177, Irenaeus was sent to Rome to deliver a letter to Pope Eleuterus. While Irenaeus was 
away, a very intense persecution is said to have happened in Lugdunum. The only record we have 
of this event comes from the church historian Eusebius' Ecclesiastical History (book 5, chapter 1). 

Eusebius writes that during the first two centuries, Christians in Lugdunum (and everywhere else 
for that matter) were persecuted on a local level rather than an empire-wide level. As we've said 
before, Christians refused to offer sacrifices to Roman gods and thus were considered both atheists 
and traitors. Laws were passed that made it illegal for Christians to go to to any public places 
including the marketplace, the forum, and the baths. Those Christians who did go out in public 
could be called names, physically beaten, and have their possessions stolen. Even staying at home 
did  not  guarantee  safety  because  many  times,  the  homes  of  Christians  were  deliberately 
destroyed. 

However, in AD 177 at Lugdunum, things got much worse. One after another, Christians were 
arrested and put in jail to wait for the governor to arrive. The pastor (bishop) of the city was an old 
man named Pothinus. After  being arrested and beaten,  he died in prison.  When the governor 
finally did arrive, the situation worsened. After asking the Christians many questions in a public 
hearing, the governor began torturing them. In all,  48 people were martyred at Lugdunum. 
Although we do not know all of their names, Eusebius gives us some of them: Blandina (a female 
slave), Attalus, Epipodius, Alexandre, Maturus, and Sanctus (a deacon). 

Irenaeus returned home and was made the new pastor (bishop) of Lugdunum. As the new pastor, 
Irenaeus was known to be an apologist. (An apologist is someone who gives a defense of what 
they believe in and why they believe it.) His many writings (Against Heresies, The Demonstration 
of the Apostolic Preaching,  On the Ogdoad - a letter,  On the Subject of Knowledge, and On the 
Monarchy), show us that Irenaeus held the following beliefs:

- all four gospels were Scripture, not just one of them
- only Scripture could be used to decide what was really heresy
- the leadership and authority of apostolic bishops was unquestionable
- church tradition was extremely important
- sin, not God, was the cause of evil in the world 

Through his writings, his beliefs heavily influenced later church leaders and their decisions on how 
to  run  the  increasingly-institutionalized  church.  In  fact,  many  of  these  leaders  combined  the 
writings of Irenaeus with those of Clement and Ignatius to develop some of the doctrines of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

The last record of Irenaeus we have in history comes from around AD 190/1. Irenaeus believed that 
Easter should not be celebrated on the date of the Jewish Passover. Furthermore, he felt that the 
churches in Asia Minor who continued this practice should be removed from fellowship. History 
tells us he tried to convince Pope Victor I to make this happen. After that, he vanishes from history. 
Church history tells us he died around AD 200 and was buried underneath the Church of St. John in 
Lyons, France. However, both the church and his tomb were destroyed in 1562, so no evidence 
remains to prove the facts of his death and burial. 
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Persecution under Septimus Severus AD 202-210

Born sometime during the reign of Marcus Aurelius (a date of AD 150 is given - but it is only a  
guess),  Clement  of  Alexandria grew  up  as  a  pagan.  His  parents  named  him  Titus  Flavius 
Clemens. History tells us that he was born in either Athens or Alexandria,  Egypt. In any case, 
during  his  first  30  years  of  life,  Clement  most  likely  saw  some  of  the  persecution  that  was 
happening  to  Christians.  As  he  got  older,  though,  Clement  was  very  curious  about  different 
religious beliefs. He set out on a journey across Greece, Asia Minor, and Judaea. At the end of his 
journey (around AD 180), he arrived in Alexandria, Egypt and began to study under a man named 
Pantaenus. It was during his time in Alexandria, that Clement decided to become a Christian. He 
was ordained as a priest by Pope Julian in AD 189 and taught at Alexandria. 

As a teacher and a priest, Clement was heavily influenced by Hellenistic practices. This influence 
came from his immense education in classical Greek literature and philosophy. In book two of this 
series, we discussed the group of Jews known as Hellenists who wished to embrace and include 
Greek  culture  in  their  Jewish  worship.  In  this  respect,  Clement  was  similar.  He  wished  to 
embrace and include Greek practices in his Christian worship. This tendency was passed 
on to his students as well. Two of those students, Origen and Alexander of Jerusalem, went on to 
become influential leaders in the church. 

Like other church leaders, Clement wrote down his beliefs and positions. Between  AD 195 and AD 
203, he wrote a series that is called the Trilogy. It consists of these three titles: Exhortation (AD 
195), Tutor (AD 198), and Miscellanies 
(AD  198-203).  He  also  wrote  other 
documents,  but  for  many  of  those, 
only  fragments  exist.  After  almost 
twenty  years  of  minimal  persecution, 
the  church  was  growing  bigger  and 
more powerful. This made it a threat to 
the  government.  A  general  anti-
Christian attitude began to develop in 
many  locations  including  Alexandria, 
Carthage, Rome, and Corinth. Clement 
found  himself  experiencing  the 
persecution of Septimius Severus in AD 
202. He decided to leave Alexandria to 
avoid  the  persecution.  During  this 
time, many people were martyred. In 
AD  211,  Clement  was  recommended 
by  Alexander  of  Jerusalem  to  the 
church  at  Antioch.  This  is  the  last 
record we have of Clement. His place 
of  death  is  unknown,  but  historians 
have set  it  between AD 211 and AD 
216. 

Now, let's  move on to a man named 
Tertullian. Actually, his full name was 
Quintus Septimius Florens Tertullianus 
and he was born around AD 155. We 
have very little  information about his 
life and what we do have comes from 
his own writings.  According to church 
tradition, Tertullian was from Carthage 
and  he  converted  to  Christianity 

29

Quintus Florens Tertullian (circa 155225-220):
church father and theologian



around AD 197/8 just before the persecution of Septimius Severus. Proof of this conversion can be 
found in his  Apology (chapter XVIII) when he writes that "men are made, not born, Christians." 
Future church leaders, Eusebius and Jerome, record that Tertullian was a lawyer and an ordained 
priest.  However, no actual  proof of these claims exists. We do know that Tertullian was never 
recognized as an official saint by any of the established churches. 

During his lifetime, Tertullian wrote quite a bit.  We have 31 complete books and fragments of 
many others. Three of these books were written in Greek, but most were written in Latin. In these 
books, he wrote apologies (defenses) against heresy, paganism, and even Judaism. He also wrote 
about the concepts of discipline, morals, and living one's life as a Christian.  

Tertullian is the earliest writer known to have used the term "the Trinity" and is often 
called the "Father of Latin Christianity" and the "Founder of Western Theology." He was a staunch 
defender of a movement called Montanism which held some beliefs that were different than many 
other  Christians  held.  We do  not  know when Tertullian  died,  but  there  is  no  evidence  of  his  
existence beyond AD 225. Thus, historians have assigned that as his date of death. 

According to the church historian, Eusebius, the next key figure in church history was born just 
after the end of the persecution of Marcus Aurelius. His name was Origen and he was born (circa 
AD 182) in Alexandria, Egypt to Christian parents. His father, Leonides of Alexandria, made sure 
that Origen received the standard Hellenistic classical education. However, he also made sure that 
Origen  studied  the  Christian  Scripture  as  well.  When  Origen  was  about  20  years  old,  the 
persecution of Septimius Severus began. During this persecution, Origen's father was martyred. 

As an adult, Origen lived a very frugal life while teaching in a school in Alexandria for the first half 
of his life. In addition to teaching, he also wrote quite a lot about different religious topics and 
beliefs. Origen's writings reveal his belief in the pre-existence of souls, the final reconciliation of all 
creatures to God, and the fact that the Son of God was subject to God the Father. 

During  the  reign  of  Emperor 
Caracalla,  Origen  had  the 
opportunity  to  travel  to  Rome 
and  visit  the  church  there.  He 
was  not  very  impressed  and 
decided  it  would  be  better  to 
return  home  to  Alexandria  to 
resume teaching. Origen himself 
continued  to  study  by  learning 
Hebrew.  He  was  a  popular 
teacher and soon found himself 
with  too  many  students  to 
handle. He hired another man to 
teach those who were interested 
in  joining  the  church  while  he 
focused  on  his  advanced 
students.  One  of  those  new 
converts  was  a  wealthy  man 
named Ambrose of Alexandria. 

Origen  traveled  again  around 
AD 213 or 214 when he visited 
the  region  of  Arabia  and  met 
with  the  church  leaders  there. 
Shortly after this visit, there was 
a  revolt  in  Alexandria  that 
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caused all schools to be closed and all foreigners to leave the city. This revolt caused Ambrose to 
flee to Caesarea.  Origen visited his converts there and spent some time preaching under the 
direction of the bishops of Jerusalem and Caesarea. However, by AD 216, Origen was back in 
Alexandria and once again working under the leadership of the bishop of Alexandria. While there, 
Origen began writing a commentary on the entire Bible at the request of Ambrose. 

Around AD 218,  Ambrose offered to promote Origen's  writings  by providing him with scribes, 
stenographers, and copy girls (young females whose only job was to  make new copies of already 
prepared texts). This support from a wealthy man allowed Origen to share his writings with a much 
wider audience. He quickly gained prominence as a Christian writer and this led to more traveling 
and preaching in other regions. In AD 230, during one of his trips to Greece, Origen stopped at 
Caesarea to visit with those he had worked with in previous years. While he was there, the bishop 
of Caesarea ordained Origen as a priest. When the  bishop of Alexandria found out, he was quite  
angry  and  banished  Origen  from living  in  Alexandria.  Origen  moved  to  Caesarea  and  began 
working there instead. 

Persecution under Maximinus the Thracian  AD 235 - 238

Origen had only been there a few years when a new persecution began. From AD 235 to AD 238,  
during the persecution under Maximinus the Thracian, Christians were once again targeted. Origen 
chose to flee this persecution and traveled to the region of Cappadocia. Once the persecution 
ended,  Origen  returned  home  to  Caesarea  and  started  a  school.  He  preached  regularly  on 
Wednesdays and Fridays  while also traveling on occasion. It was during this last 20 years of his 
life that Origen wrote much of his works. These include the following: the  Hexapla (six column 
comparison of OT), commentaries on most books of the Bible, De principiis (On First Principles), An 
Exhortation  to  Martyrdom,  On  Prayer,  Against  Celsus,  as  well  as  thousands  of  sermons  and 
hundreds of letters. 

Persecution under Decius AD 250 - 251

When Origen was an old man, a new persecution began. Emperor Decius was dealing with the 
effects of a powerful disease known as the Plague of Cyprian. This disease was killing as many as 
5,000 people a day in Rome alone. Emperor Decius decided that the Christians were responsible 
for the plague because they refused to worship the Roman emperor as god. 

In  January of  AD 250,  Emperor  Decius  issued a new law that  required every citizen to  make 
sacrifices to the emperor.  Furthermore,  these sacrifices had to  be made in the presence of  a 
Roman official and each citizen had to obtain a certificate stating the sacrifice had been made. 

Here is one example of those certificates: 

To those appointed to see the sacrifices: From Aurelia Charis of the Egyptian village  
of  Theadelphia.  I  have always continued to sacrifice and show reverence to the  
gods, and now, in your presence, I have poured a libation and sacrificed and eaten  
some of the sacrificial meat. I request you to certify this for me below.

Those who claimed to be Christians had to decide what they were going to do. Some decided that 
they would simply go ahead and offer the sacrifice to avoid persecution and death. Others could 
not bring themselves to actually offer the sacrifice, but they had no difficulty with paying money to 
a Roman official to give them a certificate. Lastly, there was a group of Christians who refused to 
make  the  sacrifice  and  refused  to  obtain  a  certificate.  They  simply  could  not  violate  their 
conscience by disobeying God's command to not worship pagan gods. 

It was this last group that endured the brunt of the persecution. They were arrested, imprisoned, 
beaten, and executed. One might think that it was only the ordinary citizens that suffered this fate. 
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That is not the case. It did not matter what one's position in society was. Rich and poor alike were 
executed. Even the bishops were forced to decide what to do and they made different decisions. 
The bishop of Smyrna chose to just make the sacrifice to avoid being executed. The bishop of 
Carthage (a man named Cyprian) went into hiding. The bishops of Rome, Jerusalem, and Antioch 
stood firm in their beliefs and were all martyred for refusing to sacrifice to the emperor.  Origen 
himself was imprisoned and tortured during this persecution. 

Although this persecution only lasted for one year, it had lasting effects on both Origen and the 
church. In Origen's case, he never recovered his health and died three years later at the age of 69 
due to the effects of being tortured. In the case of the church, a new question had to be answered. 
Offering sacrifices to pagan gods was an action that was clearly against God's commands. Church 
members who chose to make the sacrifice to the emperor as god or obtain the certificate had to 
leave the church to do so. (One could not be both a Christian and worship pagan gods - not even 
the Romans would allow that.) 

Now that the persecution was over, many of these people wanted to rejoin the church. Questions 
about allowing them back into the church began to be asked by many. Could someone 
who had left the church to go along with worshiping a pagan god be allowed back into the church? 
What about those who had just paid some money to get a certificate, but did not actually worship 
the pagan god? Some leaders stood firm and refused to allow anyone who had left the church back 
in. Other leaders allowed only those who had just obtained a certificate. Still other leaders allowed 
anyone who would publicly repent back into the church. Finally,  there were leaders who gave 
permission for anyone to rejoin the church - even without repentance!  

The last figure we will learn about from this period was greatly involved in these questions. His 
name was  Cyprian and he was born around AD 200 to a wealthy pagan family that may have 
lived in Carthage. He was named Thrascius by his parents and given a solid classical education. He 
used this education to become a legal representative who presented cases in the courts. He also 
taught  others  how  to  speak  persuasively.  When  he  was  35  years  old,  Cyprian  converted  to 
Christianity. He describes the difference this conversion made in his life in his work, Ad Donatum. 

When I was still lying in darkness and gloomy night, I used to regard it as extremely  
difficult and demanding to do what God's mercy was suggesting to me... I myself was  
held in bonds by the innumerable errors of  my previous life,  from which I  did not  
believe I could possibly be delivered, so I was disposed to acquiesce in my clinging  
vices and to indulge my sins....

But after that, by the help of the water of new birth, the stain of my former life was  
washed away, and a light from above, serene and pure, was infused into my reconciled  
heart... a second birth restored me to a new man. Then, in a wondrous manner every  
doubt  began  to  fade....  I  clearly  understood  that  what  had  first  lived  within  me,  
enslaved by the vices of the flesh, was earthly and that what, instead, the Holy Spirit  
had wrought within me was divine and heavenly. — Cyprian, Ad Donatum, 3-4

After his conversion, Cyprian first gave away some of his wealth to the poor. He became a deacon 
in the church and was eventually made an elder. His beliefs, which were influenced by Tertullian, 
were  recorded  in  many  of  Cyprian's  own  works.  In  fact,  Cyrpian  wrote  so  much  that  he  is 
considered to be one of the most important writers in Western Chrisitianity. Examples of his works 
include:  Epistola  ad  Donatum  de  gratia  Dei,  Testimoniorum  Libri  III,  De  mortalitate,  De 
eleemosynis, De Ecclesiae Catholicae Unitate, Ad Demetrianum, De Lapsis (The Lapsed), and De  
exhortatione martyrii.  In addition, we also have about sixty letters he wrote while fulfilling his 
eventual role as bishop some 13 years after his conversion. 

His promotion to bishop happened sometime between AD July 248 and AD April 249. Just one year 
later, Emperor Decius began his persecution. Cyprian was the bishop of Carthage who chose to go 
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into hiding. He was criticized by some for choosing to hide. Cyprian explained his decision was 
made so that his church would not be left without a leader - even if that leader had to lead from a 
distance. 

When the persecution ended, Cyprian was one of those bishops who decided to allow 
those who had sacrificed or obtain a certificate to rejoin the church, but only if they 
were willing to publicly repent.  He sent word to his elders to follow this practice, but some 
elders didn't listen and allowed many people to rejoin the church with very little or  no public 
repentance. 

The differing actions of bishops and elders caused a church split to occur and a council was called 
for  North  Africa.  After  listening  to  both  sides,  the  majority  of  the  other  bishops  agreed  that 
Cyprian's plan was the best one to follow. But, that was not the end of the disagreement. Instead, 
both sides took their arguments to Rome and worked hard to get bishops elected who agreed with 
them. Being in the middle of both sides, Cyprian found himself growing increasingly popular with 
church members and bishops who did not agree with the church split. Many began to look to him 
for leadership. 
 

Persecution under Valerian AD 257 – 259

A new emperor, Valerian, took the throne in AD 253. He made a new law in AD 257 that required 
only Christian leaders (bishops and elders) to sacrifice to the Roman gods. Those who chose not to 
obey faced exile. One year later, the punishment was changed to death. Eventually the law was 
extended to include senators, knights and even ladies who claimed Christianity.  At first, these 
citizens were allowed to just pay heavy fines, but eventually they were exiled and martyred, too. 
The persecution grew so widespread that the bishop of Alexandria wrote the following: 

"men and women, young and old, maidens and matrons, soldiers and civilians, of  
every  age  and  race,  some  by  scourging  and  fire,  others  by  the  sword,  have  
conquered in the strife and won their crowns." 

Two bishops of Rome (Stephen I and Sixtus II) were martyred for their refusal to sacrifice.  This 
time, rather than hide, Cyprian chose to set an example to his followers and publicly 
refused to sacrifice. For this crime (committed on August 30th, 257), he was exiled to Korba 
(Curubis). One year later, he was brought back and made a prisoner in his own house. On the 13th 
of September, 258, Cyprian was put back into prison. The following day the courts found him guilty 
and sentenced him to death by beheading. Cyprian's response to this was to say "Thanks be to 
God!". Before he was executed, he knelt down and prayed. He then blindfolded himself and was 
martyred before many witnesses just outside the city.

The persecution finally ended when Valerian was captured by Persia. He was replaced by his son, 
Gallienus,  who  immediately  canceled  the  edicts  against  Christianity.  Two  more  persecutions 
followed the death of Cyprian. 

Persecution under Aurelian AD 270 – 275 
Persecution under Diocletian and Galerius  AD 303 - 324

This last persecution of Christians was also the worst persecution. It occurred under Diocletian and 
is called the Great Persecution. The exact reasons for Diocletian's actions are not known. But, he 
was heavily influenced by two men, Galerius and Porphyry. Galerius was devoted to the Roman 
religion and Porphyry was a Neo-platonist  philosopher who was also anti-Christian.  Of course, 
Diocletian had the usual goal of Roman emperors - making sure the empire stayed united.
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In any case, four edicts were issues from AD 303 to 
304.  Diocletian  ordered  the  burning  of  Christian 
books and Christian churches, but promised not to 
actually kill any Christians. He ordered all churches 
to be closed and ordered all Christians to sacrifice to 
the Roman gods or die. Many church members were 
put  into  prison  and  of  course,  many  people  died 
defending their faith.

This persecution did not end until the edict of Milan 
was signed in February of AD 313. The new emperor, 
Constantine,  and  his  co-emperor  (Licinius)  allowed 
Christianity  to  legally  exist  as  a  religion  and 
protected Christians from persecution. Some people 
say  that  Constantine  made Christianity  the  official 
religion  of  the  Roman  Empire,  but  this  is  not 
accurate. The Roman Empire did not acquire an 
official religion until AD 381 under the Emperor 
Theodosius. And  even  then,  Emperor  Theodosius 
was careful to define the official religion as only being Catholicism. 

P  OST-NICENE ERA     AD 325 - 590

With the signing of the edict of Milan, things began to get easier and easier for those practicing 
Christianity. This next period of church history (also known as the post-Nicene era) covers from the 
Council of Nicea in AD 325 all the way to the Fall of the Roman Empire in AD 590. Again, the 
information we have from this time period comes from sources associated with the ever more 
powerful institutionalized churches. These historians built upon the work of previous writings and 
records, but also added their own accounts of current events. In addition to their histories, many of 
them wrote commentaries, essays, and letters regarding church beliefs and practices. 

Some of  the  important  historians  were  Eusebius of  Caesarea (260/5  –  339/40),  Socrates of 
Constantinople  (380  -  after  439),  Sozomen (c.  400  -  450),  Theodoret (c.  393  -  458/466), 
Theodorus Lector (early 500s), and Evagrius Scholasticus (early 500s). It would be impossible 
to list all of their works here, but this list will give you a general idea of the types of historical  
records they created.

Work Dates Covered Author

Ante-Nicene Church History (ten volumes) Life of Christ to 324 Eusebius

The Historia Ecclesiastica 305 to 439 Socrates of Constantinople

History of the Church 1 
(12 volumes) (work is lost)

33 to 323 Sozomen

History of the Church 2 (nine volumes) 312 to 425 Sozomen

Ecclesiastical History 325  to 429 Theodoret

Selections from Church History (Collection of 
Socrates, Sozomen, and Theodorus' works)

Theodorus Lector 

Church History July 450 - 518 Theodorus Lector 

Ecclesiastical History (six volumes) 431 - 593 Evagrius Scholasticus 
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Each of these men had their own particular set of beliefs 
and methods of research. Some were very meticulous in 
preparing their histories. Others were much less careful. 
When  studying their  works,  we  must  not  assume that 
everything they wrote is one hundred percent accurate. 
Instead,  as  with any work by man,  we must  take into 
account the author's view of the world and of religious 
matters. That said,  by comparing all  of these histories, 
we can get a very good idea of the events that occurred 
and the main characters in those events. 

During the early years of  Christianity,  believers had to 
contend with those who said that God did not really come 
to  earth  in  human  form.  These  disputes  led  to  the 
creation of statements of faith known as creeds. Several 
different creeds were developed over the centuries, but 
two common ones were "The Old Roman Creed" and 
"The Apostles' Creed". If you'd like to learn more about 
these creeds and what they state, visit this website:  

http://www.spurgeon.org/~phil/creeds/apostles.htm 

Although not officially written down, both of these creeds 
were in common use by the time the edict of Milan was 
signed  in  313.  However,  a  new  dispute  arose  that 
prompted the creation of a new creed in 325. Whereas 
previously, Christians contended with those who said that 
God  had  not  become  human,  now  the  argument  was 
whether or not Jesus was really God. 

Two men were at the heart of this argument. Arius (250/6 - 336) was a Greek Alexandrian priest 
who taught that Jesus and God were two separate and different beings. Arius did not want to have 
a religion that had more than one God. He was willing to admit that Jesus had been closer to God 
than any other human had ever been, but he maintained that Jesus was only human. This belief 
was called Arianism. On the other side of the argument was a man named Athanasius (296/8 - 02 
May 373). He was the bishop of Alexandria and taught that Jesus must be God because if he was 
not God, he could not be the Saviour and only God could be the payment for our sins. 

Both  men  had  large  groups  of  followers  who  argued  with  great  passion  for  their  positions. 
Eventually, the church leaders decided that a council needed to be held. They met in Nicaea in 
325 and began to debate the issue as a group. With encouragement from Emperor Constantine, 
the council decided in favor of Athanasius and his position. To clearly state the church's position, a 
new creed was created.  This  creed is  known as the  Nicene Creed and it  focused on clearly 
portraying Jesus as God. This original Nicene Creed was used until AD 381 when it was revised by 
Emperor Theodosius. 
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At this  point  in  history,  the church was no 
longer  made  up  of  small,  independent 
congregations. Instead, it was a widespread, 
interconnected  organization  with  many 
bishops  leading  the  people.  Those  bishops 
who had been on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
argument were given two choices: sign the 
creed  or  be  exiled.  The  council  also  made 
one  other  decision  that  would  have  long-
lasting impact on the church. It established 
the  bishop  of  Rome as  the  authority 
over churches in the western half of the 
Roman  Empire and  the  bishop  of 
Alexandria as  the  authority  over 
churches  in  the  eastern  half  of  the 
empire.  (Just five years later, Constantine 
decided  to  do  something  similar  with  the 
Roman  Empire  itself.  He  chose  to  build  a 
"New  Rome"  in  the  eastern  half  of  the 
empire. He chose the site of Byzantium (now 
known  as  Istanbul,  Turkey).  Once  the  new 
city  was  completed,  he  named  it 
Constantinople. This laid the groundwork for 
an  eventual  political  and religious  divisions 
between the Western and Eastern Empires in 
395.)

During  all  of  these  changes  in  the  empire 
and the church, a man named  Eusebius of Caesarea (260/5 - 339/40) had been watching and 
recording the events. Eusebius was the bishop of Caesarea and as such, he was highly involved in  
those same events.  He wrote a ten volume history series which covered church history 
from the time of Christ until AD 324. Because of this, he is often called the "Father of church 
history". Being the only source from that era makes his books quite valuable to those who study 
history. Although Eusebius loved learning and writing, his work indicates that he was not a skilled 
writer. He was one of those writers who did not take the time to thoroughly document his writings 
or sources. Nevertheless, his personal observations about the final periods of church persecution 
are revealing. 

Under  Constantine  and his  sons who succeeded him,  Christians  enjoyed great  protection and 
freedom. Soon, though, a series of decrees were issued beginning in 341 that began to persecute 
those who were not Christians. These decrees were issued on a regular basis with the last one 
coming in 391. Their purpose was to eliminate any religion that did not agree with Christianity. At 
first, pagan temples were just closed down or used for other activities. Those who insisted on 
following their pagan religious practices had to pay fines. Eventually, though, their property was 
taken and they were imprisoned and killed. It is important to note that the definition of pagan 
during  this  time  was  anyone  who  did  not  worship  according  to  the  ways  of  the  organized, 
institutionalized church. This meant that not only those who worshiped false gods were punished, 
but also Jews and other Christians who disagreed about the way to worship God. 

In 379, a new emperor named Theodosius took the throne. One year later, Emperor Theodosius 
declared that Catholic Christianity was the official religion of the Roman Empire.  He was 
also very specific in defining what it meant to be a Catholic Christian. This term only applied to 
those who worshiped in the same manner as Bishop Damascus I of Rome and Bishop Peter of  
Alexandria. Anyone who did not worship in this way was subject to punishment. Catholic Christian 
leaders were happy to have the government's cooperation in stamping out unbelievers. In turn, 
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the government rulers and political leaders gained great influence in the church's decisions and 
beliefs. 

This  was  further  cemented  the  following  year  in  381  at  the  Council  of  Constantinople. 
Emperor Theodosius and church leaders once again declared Arianism to be a false teaching. They 
also repeated their belief that Jesus was God. However, in this council, they also added a new 
statement that the Holy Spirit was also God and the third part of the Trinity. True to form, rather 
than let his subjects decide for themselves, Emperor Theodosius passed a law requiring 
everyone to believe in the Trinity. 

Religious  belief  (and specifically  the  Catholic  faith)  was  forced on  all  of  Emperor  Theodosius' 
subjects whether they wanted it or not. Obviously, due to the new laws requiring the practice of 
the Catholic faith, the Catholic church grew greatly in size. The authority over the members was 
divided into five head bishops who oversaw the regions of Alexandria, Antioch, Constantinople, 
Jerusalem, and Rome. However, the bishop of Rome was considered to be the most important 
because Rome was the center of the Roman Empire. It was due to this importance that a Roman 
bishop (Siricius who served from 384 to 399) was the first bishop to be called Pope. In 440, Pope 
Leo I became the bishop of Rome. He further elevated the position and power of the bishop of 
Rome by saying that the role of pope was the highest ranking position in the Catholic faith. 

Working alongside Emperor Theodosius was the bishop of Milan, Ambrose. 
He was born in Trier, Germany in 337 and educated to become a lawyer.  He 
was such a good lawyer that the government official in charge of that region 
recommended Ambrose for the position of  governor in Liguria and Aemilia 
near Milan, Italy. When Ambrose arrived, he found the region in chaos due to 
arguments between those that supported Arianism and those that supported 
Catholicism.  Despite  this  difficulty,  Ambrose  proved  to  be  such  a  good 
governor that he soon found himself with loyal supporters from both sides. 

In 374, the bishop of Milan, who had followed the belief of Arianism, died. A 
new bishop had to be chosen. Of course, the Catholics wanted a bishop that 
agreed with them while the Arians wanted another bishop that agreed with 
their position.  Requests were sent to the emperor (Valentinian) to appoint a 
successor. However, Valentinian decided that the bishop should be chosen by 
election as always. He sent word to Milan and, as governor, Ambrose's job 
was to make sure the elections went smoothly and peacefully. 

Ambrose arrived for  the election process to fulfill  his duties as governor and soon the people 
present began to shout "Ambrose, bishop!". It seems that everyone liked Ambrose so much as a 
governor they were sure he would be a good bishop. He tried to stop the people from choosing 
him,  but  he  was  unsuccessful.  Upon  hearing  himself  be  elected  as  bishop,  he  ran  and  hid. 
However, he was forced to come out of hiding and accept the position a few days later because 
anyone caught helping him to hide faced severe punishment. He was made the new bishop of 
Milan on 07 December 374. 

As the new bishop, Ambrose found that his knowledge of law and being a governor did not equip 
him to teach the Bible. Thus, Ambrose began an intensive study of Scripture as well  as other 
writings  from past  religious  scholars.  He  taught  as  he  learned and  was  known to  be  a  very 
practical teacher who would answer any question. 
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Once made bishop,  Ambrose felt  it  was his duty as a Catholic  to eliminate Arianism from his 
region. He worked hard to make sure that the bishops elected to lead churches were not Arian in 
their belief. He also dealt with an attempt by Empress Justina to bring Arianism back to Italy. He 
even went so far as to refuse orders to turn over church buildings for Arians to worship in. 
When Emperor Theodosius took the throne, he and Ambrose worked together in many ways to 
promote Catholic Christianity. They cooperated to stamp out not only Arianism, but also any form 
of paganism as we talked about before. By 394, Emperor Theodosius had gained control of 
the west and this allowed Catholic Christianity to be firmly established in Italy and the 
rest of the Roman Empire. Just three years later, Ambrose would die on 04 April 397 in Milan, 
Italy. 

Two  other  men  who  were  instrumental  in 
promoting Catholic Christianity in the Roman 
Empire were Jerome (c. 347 - 30 September 420) 
and Augustine  of  Hippo (13 November 354 -  28 
August  430).  Jerome,  the  son  of  the  historian 
Eusebius, was also a historian. He also served as a 
priest and wrote many books about the Bible and 
Catholic  Christianity.  Jerome is  known for  having 
translated  much  of  the  Bible  into  Latin  (the 
Vulgate).  Augustine  of  Hippo converted  to 
Catholic  Christianity  in  386.  By  395,  he  had 
become  the  bishop  of  Hippo.  He  continually 
worked to convert others to the Catholic faith. He 
also authored Confessions (his autobiography) and 
City of God (a comparison contrasting the Roman 
religion and Catholic Christianity). 

Despite  being  the  official  religion  of  the  empire 
and stamping out Arianism, the Catholic faith still 
had disagreeing factions in its midst. Now rather 
than arguing whether or not Jesus was God or man 
or  both,  the two sides argued about how strong 
the  connection was between his  two natures.  In 
431, church leaders held the Council of Ephesus 
to determine the exact nature of Jesus, the role of 
his mother Mary, and how to read and understand 
the Bible. 

One  group,  based  in  Antioch,  felt  that  although 
Jesus was both man and God, his two natures were 
only slightly connected. They focused more on Jesus being human than his being God. They also 
believed the Bible should be understood literally. Finally, they did not believe that Mary should be 
given the title "Theotokos" (Mother of God). A key leader in this movement was Nestorius, the 
Archbishop of Constantinople. 

The other side was based in Alexandria and led by its Patriarch, Cyril of Alexandria. This group 
agreed that Jesus was both God and man, but stated that both natures were strongly connected. 
They  focused  on  Jesus  being  God  more  than his  being  human.  They  understood their  Bibles 
differently, too. They felt that the Bible was full of hidden meanings and messages and that it 
should be interpreted as an allegory (comparison). Lastly, they strongly defended the use of the 
term "Theotokos" as a title for Mary to show that Jesus was God. 
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After  meeting  and  discussing  the  topics,  the  council  (with  the 
leadership of Emperor Theodosius II) decided to side with those who 
held to  the  Alexandrian beliefs.  Nestorius  was removed from being 
bishop and the Catholic church had once again firmly established its 
doctrines. 

However, the argument was far from over. Just 20 years later, Emperor 
Marcian  called  for  another  council  about  the  natures  of  Jesus.  The 
Council  of  Chalcedon  (451)  repeated  the  church's  position  that 
Jesus had two natures that were strongly connected. Pope Leo I (also 
known as Pope Leo the Great) was heavily involved in defending this 
belief. 

In  hopes  of  ending  the  disagreements  in  the  church,  the  council 
decided that those who could not agree should be forced to leave the 
church (excommunicated). Those who left went on to form their own 
churches. (Examples of these churches are the East Syrian Church - 
followers of Nestorius - and the Oriental Orthodox Christian Church.) 

Two more councils would follow in later years. The Council of Orange (529) was held to cement 
the Catholic church's acceptance of the theology of Augustine of Hippo. The Second Council of 
Constantinople (553) was held to once again state the Catholic church's position against those 
who followed the beliefs of Nestorius. Power in the Catholic church was centered on two main 
sites: Rome and Constantinople. Initially, the Bishop of Rome and the Patriarch of Constantinople 
worked together in their practice of the Catholic faith. Over time, their differences grew greater 
and the separation between the two widened.  

During this growing division, Germanic tribes began to invade the Western Roman Empire and the 
united Roman Empire began to collapse. Many of the invading tribes (including the Franks, the 
Visigoths, and the Lombards) were converts and followers of the hated Arianism. Understandably, 
this  brought  conflict  between the  new political  rulers  and the  Catholic  church.  Much of this 
conflict was avoided when the Frankish ruler Clovis I (who ruled much of what we know 
as modern-day France and western Germany) converted to Catholic Christianity. This 
once  again  brought  the  Catholic  church  into  a  role  of  cooperation  with  the  government.  The 
church's  power  continued  to  increase  and  eventually  the  Visigoths  (Spain)  converted  to  the 
Catholic faith in 589 while the Lombards in northern Italy finally did so in the 600s. 

With these conversions and the collapse of the Western Roman Empire, the Roman bishops began 
to claim both religious and political authority over all Catholic lands and the churches in them. 
With power in both the political and religious arenas, the Catholic church quickly became the only 
acceptable option in  Western Europe. 

Comprehension Questions:

1) Define the two sections of church history between AD 100 and 500.
2) How many major persecutions were there between AD 112 and 324?
3) What did Ignatius mean when he used the term “catholic”?
4) What were church meetings called?
5) Name four councils held between AD 155 and 314.
6) What did Clement of Rome state regarding religious leaders?
7) What did Ignatius of Antioch wish to do concerning the observance of the day of rest?
8) What did Emperor Marcus Aurelius think about Christianity?
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9) In what important activity did Polycarp play a key role?
10) Why was Marcion removed from the church?
11) What two key concepts did Justin Martyr support in Christianity?
12) What did Tatian teach regarding marriage?
13) What happened at Lugdunum while Irenaeus was at Rome delivering a letter?
14) What did Irenaeus believe to be the cause of evil in the world?
15)  What did Clement of Alexandria wish to include in his Christian worship?
16) Tertullian is the earliest known writer to use which term?
17) Why was Origen imprisoned and tortured during the persecution of Decius?
18) What disagreement did church leaders have after the persecution of Decius ended?
19) What conditions did Cyprian put on those who wanted to rejoin the church?
20) Why was Cyprian put to death?
21) Which persecution is known as the Great Persecution?
22) When did the Roman empire adopt an official religion?
23) Which religion did the Roman empire adopt?
24) List three of the important church historians who lived between AD 325 and 590.
25) On what did Arius and Athanasius disagree?
26) What creed was created in AD 325?
27) What decision did the Council of Nicea make in regards to authority over the churches in the 
Roman empire?
28) What did Eusebius write?
29) Did Emperor Theodosius give his subjects a choice about becoming part of the Catholic 
church?
30) What bishop helped Emperor Theodosius?
31) What other two men were instrumental in promoting the Catholic faith in the Roman empire?
32) What did the church argue about at the Council of Ephesus in AD 431?
33) What effect did the conversion of Clovis I to Catholicism have western Europe? 

Activities:

Activity #1): Facing Persecution

For  younger  children:  Explain  to the children that  they must  now complete certain  tasks  (i.e. 
brushing their teeth, feeding the cat, etc.) without being seen doing them. Have one parent (or an 
older sibling) do his or her best to catch the younger children in the middle of the task. 

For older children: Have your older children complete their worship activities secretly. For example, 
devotions, Bible reading, praise and worship, prayer, etc. must all be done without being seen. 
Assign the role of “inspector” to the father or a grown child living at home. Alternatively, have an 
adult friend come over unexpectedly to see if he or she can see any evidence that the older child  
is a Christian. 

Activity #2): Writing a Church History

Assign children to write a short essay (younger children can draw pictures) outlining the history of 
the church your family currently attends. If you do not attend a church, have them outline the 
history of your family's beliefs and how they came to be. 

Activity #3): Write a Family Creed

Working together,  create a list of  the spiritual  truths your family beliefs.  Have children locate 
specific  verses  to  back  up  these  beliefs.  Combine  both  statements  of  belief  and  supporting 
scriptures into a family creed. 
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